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To achieve gender equality both in the workplace and the home, 

it's essential for men to have an equal chance to be there with 

their newborn babies," said Jody Heymann, the founding 

director of World Policy Analysis Center. 

As it stands right now, Japan and South Korea are way ahead of 

the pack when it comes to paternity leave. New dads are each 

offered up to an entire year to spend at home with their 

newborn children. Meanwhile, countries like Canada, France, 

and even Russia all off er new fathers at least 14 weeks of 

paternity leave. 

Even in emerging countries like India, parliament is set to vote 

on a paternity leave option. African nations like Rwanda and 

Gambia, where paternity leave was unheard of even 15 years ago, 

have both introduced some form of it since 2010. While a 

handful of states, including California and New Jersey, offer 

paid leave to parents, most states let employers decide whether 

to offer paid leave. 
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